
 
 

 

 

 

 

28th April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Ramadan Mubarak to those celebrating at this time.   

We are now entering our sixth week of lockdown, and for students their fourth week of working from home.   We 

await further news from the government on how long the lockdown will last, and when and how schools can return. 

But for the time being, it seems that we will continue to stay at home, and work from home. 

It is a challenge for all of us to learn, teach, support students fully, and feel part of a school community during this 

time.  We are doing what we can to address the needs of our students.  If you have any questions with regards to 

your child’s learning, free school meals, access to provision for key worker/vulnerable children or any other issue, 

please email your child’s form tutor.  

Some students may be feeling overwhelmed with the amount of work they are being asked to complete, and some 

may not be doing enough, please share your concerns with your child’s form tutor, so that we can support you.   

Every child is different, and each child will be coping with the current circumstances differently. The Oak Academy 

have devised high quality lessons for every subject and key stage and there is a link to this on the school website 

should you wish to explore it further.  We would recommend that you do take a look at the learning resources 

available. https://www.thenational.academy/ 

I am aware that not all students will be able to access computers/laptops or have enough data for them to complete 

work online.  I am sure you will have heard in the news that the government have announced funded laptops and 

data for Year 10 students.  This is great news, however access to these funds and equipment is not forthcoming at 

the moment, and we do not know how quickly this will be rolled out.  Please can you make us aware if you do not 

have broadband or access to computers at home, so that we can assess need across the school and try to practically 

resolve this.  Paper workbooks are available from school and we are sending these out to parents who are 

requesting these.   

The government’s free school meal voucher scheme is now up and running and families should be receiving 

vouchers this week, if you have not done so already.  It is vitally important that we hold your correct contact details, 

and email address, so that we can ensure your free school meal vouchers are forwarded to you without delay.  If you 

have any difficulties accessing the scheme, please contact the school. 

This week, teachers will now start to contact students from whom we are not receiving work.  Some students will 

find working without a teachers’ guidance extremely demanding and any student who is struggling needs to 

communicate with their teachers for support. 

We are aware that it can be difficult for students to navigate Firefly and organise their learning online.  There is now 

a demonstration on the school website to help students organise their work and emails.  
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Please encourage them to take a look. https://www.astonmanor.bham.sch.uk/homelearningsupport/ 

There have been several guidance documents available, giving advice to those observing Ramadan this year. Advice 

from Birmingham City Council can be found by clicking on the following link: 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/news/article/596/observing_ramadan_at_home?utm_content=&utm_medium=e

mail&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term= 

The BBC have produced advice on fasting and managing Ramadan during lockdown at: 

https://apple.news/Aj56CNYSRS5mdoLYJ0wxdPg 

There is also information at the end of this letter issued by Hifsa Haroon-Iqbal, Department for Education. 

Please click on the following link for all information from Birmingham City Council and Covid-19 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/coronavirus_advice 

I know that the staff of Aston Manor Academy send their best wishes to all of our families; we are missing life at 

school and all of our students. 

Stay well and please stay at home, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mrs Jill Sweeney 

Headteacher 
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