
 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday 11th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope this letter finds you well.    

Boris Johnson announced yesterday that secondary schools will not return until September.  This, at least, gives us 

some clarity on plans moving forward.  The government have announced that children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 

6 are likely to return in June, after the half term break.  It is has also been suggested that Year 10 and 12, could 

return before the summer break (although we will have to wait for further announcements before we can share any 

details around this).   This means that the school will remain closed to Year 7, 8 and 9 students until the start of the 

new academic year, and, for now, we must all continue working from home.  It is very important that you are making 

form tutors aware if there are any issues that are barriers to home learning so that we can do our best to help.  Work 

packs are being sent out to those who do not have access to laptops or the internet.  If your child does have access 

but is struggling to work with the technology, please seek support from form tutors. It is important that we do all 

develop the technology skills required to adapt to this new way of learning.  

Thank you for the work that you are putting in to help your children access their learning.  We recognise that this is 

an incredibly difficult task for any parent, and as time goes on we hope that routines at home have become well-

established.  As many teachers are parents to school age children, we are aware that the reality of home schooling 

can be stressful for all concerned.  Please continue to do what you can and email class teachers if you need support 

with classwork.  Contact numbers for the senior leadership team are on the school website; please call if you need 

further support.   

We are accessing the DFE scheme for laptops and access to the internet for Year 10 students.  We do not know how 

long it will be before we have the laptops in school but will get those out to students as soon as we can.  If you do 

not have access to IT facilities/internet at home, please can you let form tutors know and we will do what we can to 

help. 

We want to ensure that ALL parents have accessed their FSM vouchers. We are aware that some have not and urge 

you to please contact school if you are having any difficulties downloading your vouchers. 

Covid - 19 Resilience Fund 
We have been made aware of some government funding that is available for families who have been affected 
financially because of Covid -19. It may be that you have lost work, are in a housing/ rent crisis or have short term 
cash flow issues. If you think that this applies to you and that you wish to apply for this funding, please contact 
school either by phone or email using the ‘Enquiry’ address at the bottom of this letter. A member of staff will then 
contact you to discuss how to apply for this funding. To apply for this, a form does need to be completed and you 
will need to provide some details of your reasons for applying, along with your bank details. Once the application 
form has been completed, we will submit it and await the outcome. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I think we were all hopeful that the news about the progress of this virus could have been more positive yesterday.  
A September return seems a long way off and as time passes, you and your children may be needing increased 
support in a variety of ways.  Form tutors will be making contact with students every week, so please take this 
opportunity to communicate with the school and do check the school website for sources of support and guidance, 
or email/ call school if you need to.  In these challenging times, I ask that you share your concerns; we are here to 
support our families. 
 
I wish you all good health, 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 

 
 
Mrs J Sweeney 
Headteacher 
Email contact: enquiry@astonmanoracademy.com 
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