
 
 

 

 

 

 
18th May 2020  
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

I hope this letter finds and your families well.  
 

Across the country schools are making plans to re-open to some students on 1st June, 2020.  Primary schools have 
been asked to open their doors to Early Years, Year 1 and Year 6, and secondary schools are required to provide 
students with some face to face contact with Year 10 and Year 12 students from the 1st June.  It is vital 
that pupils return to school as soon as we believe it is safe to do so.  The government are providing information to 
schools on a day by day basis, including releasing to schools the latest scientific evidence to support a safe return to 
school for some children. The information we receive is being updated regularly.  We are working hard to ensure 
that we can provide a safe return to school for Year 10 and 12 students, and will only open when we are confident 
that we have taken all necessary precautions.  
 

I recognise that there is a great deal of anxiety from all about the re-opening of schools, social distancing and further 
spread of COVID-19.  Some adults and children may be shielding due to serious medical conditions, others may 
have underlying health conditions which may make a return to school difficult, some may live with vulnerable adults 
at home.  There may be a number of reasons why you do not feel your child should return to school.  We believe 
that it is best for students in Years 10 and 12 to return to school in some capacity, as long as we can put 
in place all of the necessary protective measures to ensure that we are as safe as we can be.  This will most likely 
mean that school will not be providing a full timetable for Year 10 or 12 students, or have a full year group on the 
premises for the time being.  
 

We are preparing to open the school is some capacity at the earliest date of 8th June 2020.  We believe that 
this will enable us time to plan most effectively, taking a cautious approach to re-opening.  We want to ensure that 
we are able to social distance in the classrooms, corridors and around the school.   Students will be kept in groups 
of approximately 10 pupils, and will only move around the school in a very limited capacity, taking breaks 
separately from other groups of students.  We may need to stagger the times of the school day to ensure that pupils 
are not entering the school at the same time, and students may not be in school every day to allow us to limit the 
numbers of people in the school building at any one time. We will be sending out a survey to gather information 
about whether you will be happy to send your child to school from 8th June.   
 
Free School Meals  
I am hoping that all families that are entitled to free school meals have received their vouchers. If you have not, can 
you please check that your email is not in your junk or trash/spam folder. If you are having any difficulties with 
your vouchers please email school at enquiry@astonmanoracademy.com and someone will get back to you.  
  
Food Bank  
We have been able to source some food from a local food bank which we plan to distribute to families throughout 
the week. To ensure we do this so that everyone is safe, we will be sending a text message to families to inform 
them of the day and times that school is open for this. If you do come to school to collect food, can I ask that only 
one member of the family comes and that social distancing is maintained at all times. You will need to bring your 
own shopping bags.  
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Covid-19 Resilience Funding  
For families where a member of the family has lost their job or has been financially impacted because of COVID -19 
there is some funding that can be applied for (up to £150). If you would like to know more about this, please 
contact school and Mrs Coleman or Emma Smith will get back to you.  
  
Wellbeing activities.  
This week is Mental Health Awareness Week and the theme is ‘kindness’.  Staff have produced some activities that 
they would like students to complete. The activities, along with information and guidance, will be on Firefly on 
Wednesday for students to access. For students without access to computers, paper copies will be sent home. 
Students can use Friday to begin the activities and can continue doing so throughout half term if they wish. I am 
aware that for many students, Friday will be a day preparing for Eid.  
  
Half term break  
Can I remind you that school finishes for half term on Friday 22nd May and re-starts on Monday 1st June.  During the 
half term break no work will be set for students.  We will also be closed to students of key workers during the half 
term break.  
  
If you are a key worker and intend to send your child to school after the half term break, please can inform us by 
emailing  enquiry@astonmanoracademy.com  
  
Finally, I would like to wish all of our families celebrating Eid this week Eid Mubarak.  
  
Yours sincerely,  
  

  

 

Mrs J Sweeney   
Headteacher  
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