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CHRISTMAS NEWS

We have never seen a term like it, but students must be congratulated on how
they have dealt with the changes that have had to take place this year. They have
shown maturity and dedication to their learning. With a vaccine now developed,
let us hope that we can return to a situation whereby all children can once again
return to school. Despite the challenges, school life has continued over
the last term, albeit slightly differently. I hope you enjoy reading about the
achievements of pupils over the last term. Please read the poem by Lybah
Hussain, who expresses the feelings of many of our students, back when
the lockdown first began.
It is wonderful that 81% of our Year 11 have applied to stay on at our
sixth form, the most we have ever had. Mr Preston (Assistant
Headteacher – Sixth form) has conducted interviews and we are
excited to welcome back our students in September 2021. Our Sixth form
has a grown a reputation for fantastic results and pupil destinations, something that we
are very proud of. 87% of last year’s students are now studying at university!
Akol Ring is in USA doing a Basketball Scholarship, he is our third student on the
programme. Zack Powell has now turned professional for Manchester Giants Basketball
team as well. Zainab Khazmi is studying Optometry at Anglia Ruskin University. Please
follow the new AMA6thform Twitter page for updated information on all things sixth form.
I would like to give a warm welcome to the new Chief Executive Officer of Equitas
Academies Trust, Alex Lofthouse. Alex will work alongside the headteacher of Chilwell
Croft Academy and myself to make improvements to both schools. There will be
opportunities, when possible, for you to meet Alex and share your experiences of the
school and suggest how we can improve further.
Finally, I would like to wish all of our students and their families an enjoyable holiday.
Please stay safe and look after yourselves and one another.

Best wishes, J Sweeney

CEO - ALEX LOFTHOUSE
Having been associated with Equitas Trust Team for the last 12
years, I was delighted to be appointed as Chief Executive Officer
in September 2020. I have worked in education for the last
26 years, starting my career as a Physical Education teacher
to sixth form students. My aim as CEO is to work with the
headteachers, staff and pupils to develop and improve them,
alongside growing the trust to include more schools. The growth of the trust will
be centered around our motto of ‘All Equal, All Different, All Achieving’ and will
look to build on the strengths of our two existing schools. At the end of my
first term as CEO of Equitas Academies Trust, I can honestly say that this
must be the most testing and difficult time I have witnessed in education.
I would like to say a very big thank you to students, staff and parents and
careers for the way in which they have continued to support the education
of our students. We are committed to ensuring that our students get
the results that they deserve during these very difficult times. When the
opportunity presents itself, I would like to meet more of you in person
and I am particularly keen on establishing Equitas Trust feedback
groups for both parents/carers and our students – I do hope that this is
something which you will get involved in. I look forward to being able
to meet more of you in person over the coming months. Never have
our staff and students deserved a break more than this Christmas
holiday, and I hope that both they, and you, are able to spend time
with your family over the break in a safe and enjoyable way.
Best Wishes, Alex Lofthouse
Chief Executive Officer - Equitas Academies Trust

ART - POSTER COMPETITION
We had a poster
competition a
month ago so
we could get
some posters up
around school
to encourage
students to wear
their masks.
We had over 40
students enter!
A massive well
done to:
Daniel (9SHU)
Inaya (8KM)
Ayisha (7PJ)
Maliha (7TCO)
The runners up are:
Areesa (8GBA/AS)
Jemimah (9SPE)
Khadija (9SPE)
The winning posters
will be displayed
around school very
soon and prizes will
be given out.
Well done everyone!

LIBRARY ARTS & CRAFTS
Some of our Year 7’s have been busy during
their lunch times developing their painting skills
in the Library Arts & Crafts Club. They have
worked hard on painting their pottery money
boxes and adding very individual touches using
glitter. They have displayed some lovely skills
and enjoyed being creative during lunch time.
Senior Librarian & Careers Co-ordinator
KS4/5

TRINITY COLLEGE

POETRY - BY LYBAH HUSSAIN
HOMELESS

Sitting here watching the world go by,
deep down inside I’m wanting to cry
Circumstances led me here I’m
not a bad guy.
I had dreams of living a normal life,
A big house with a garden but now
I’m living outside,
Cardboard boxes in doorways is
where I reside.
Cold streets, damp sheets,
rodents at my feet, excuse me, any spare
change for something to eat.

Trinity college are hosting an undergraduate study programme run by
Cambridge University. It aims to promote languages and the many
benefits that exist in the real world beyond GCSEs.

Congratulations to Ismail Hussain in Year 11 who has
registered and enjoyed his first lecture.

LOCKDOWN

Lockdown is madness, it creates
a lot of sadness. Nothing to do,
nothing to say.
Life has changed, everyone is acting
strange. No hugging, no touching,
no shaking hands.
Nothing to do, nothing to say.
Working from home is a mess,
It causes stress.
Meanwhile I pray to the Lord,
so I don’t get bored.
Nothing to do, nothing to say.
I just want it to end,
so I can go see my friends.
I hope it’s over soon, fingers crossed,
by the end of June.

ONLINE LEARNING
This term has most definitely been a learning curve for all of us with regards
to online learning. As always, Aston Manor students have jumped to the
challenge. Here is a list of our main online resources and what they do.
Firefly – our online learning platform for ALL
homework and online resources in school.
Parents have a log in, provided they have an
email address registered with us.
Office 365 – all resources available
to students. Teams is our platform
for all online lessons. All students
have logins.
GCSE Pod (Year 9 –
11) – Thousands of
Podcasts covering all
the content required for
their GCSEs. All year
9 – 11 students have
logins.

We really appreciate
your support with
home learning
throughout the term.

SPORT
Christmas Newsletter – Football Academy

The Aston Manor Football Academy are now in our second year in
partnership with Aston Villa Foundation and are going from strength
to strength. This year we welcomed 18 new players into Year 12 and
introduced a second academy team. We now have 33 players all
pushing for places in our Community & Education Football Alliance
League (CEFA) National League and AoC Football Regional West
Midlands League.

The lads have been training incredibly hard over at Moor Lane and
even though some games have been cancelled due to Covid-19, The
1st team have managed to play two games. The first game of the
season was a great 7-1 win, away to Derby County, with standout
performances from Year 12 centre midfielder, Andrew Edwards and
centre forward, Corey Leslie, who grabbed himself two goals in his
first game.
The second game was another great away 3-1 win against West
Bromwich Albion, where we saw great performances from the squad
as a whole and stand out performances from Year 13’s Raheem Ali
and Damarnick Campbell.
The Football Academy are looking forward to training hard and
playing many more games this season.

AVFC - KICKS COMMUNITY INITIATIVE AT AMA
AVFC commenced their KICKS Community
initiative at AMA.

This currently takes place on Wednesdays after school for Year
7 students (Current Covid restrictions may continue to change
some days and timings - See PE staff for updates).

We had a really good response, over 40 Year 7’s participating in
the programme, it was excellent to see that both boys and girls
attended!

Three AMA students were chosen for trials for the West
Midlands team and AVFC coaches commented on how
respectful AMA students were. Well done to all those who
participated!

For any other Year 7 students wanting to join please come
along! See a member of PE staff for more information!

CONGRATULATIONS!
Congratulations to the following students who have
Graduated their first year as part of the Cyrille Regis
Aston Villa Foundation Programme:
Khalid
Maher
Abbas

Tahani
Hadil
Hasna

Takiyah
Yousef
Aahil

Ahmed
Zakariya
Najma

Lybah
Rebecca

As part of the programme students got to meet and speak to ExEngland Player John Barnes!

Further Congratulations to the following students
who have achieved Gold, Silver and Bronze Awards
through the Cyrille Regis programme:
Lybah , Zakariya and Tahani - Students will now become
Ambassadors for the second year of the programme and have gained
some very exciting rewards!
As part of the celebrations for the Graduation event students will be
speaking via Zoom with Ex-England Player Andy Cole!

Aston Manor Academy are very proud of the students achievements!

Sixth Formers Aspire High!

AMA - 6TH FORM

It’s been a tough year for our Year 13 students as they adapt to the challenges
of learning in the pandemic, but that hasn’t stopped them from aspiring high.

As the first term draws to a close we have 89 university applications, with
students looking to study across the length of the country - from Birmingham to
Edinburgh!
We have our first Oxford interview of the year secured, and as the offers come
flooding in, we are proud to reflect on the success of our students.
Stay focused Year 13, keep working hard and there is no limit to what you can
achieve in the future!

The Sixth Form Team

Pathways to Medicine

It’s an exciting time for our aspiring medics at AMA Sixth Form, as
they take the first significant steps to securing their aspirations. Having
adapted to the challenges of learning throughout the pandemic, a
record 18 students have applied for Medicine, Dentistry or Pharmacy
degrees – a 50% increase on last year!
As our numbers grow, we have also seen a record
uptake from students on the P2B and Aston
Pathways Programmes, as we strengthen our ties
with local HE providers. Keep up the hard work
Year 12 and 13!

FOODBANKS
ASTON & NECHELLS FOODBANK
FEEDING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS

Please see the website for further information and opening
times for the nearest foodbank to where you live.

Learn morehttps://astonnechells.foodbank.org.uk/

Kooth is available 365 days a year
and remains accessible over the
Christmas period, although some
days our online team will
be available on reduced hours:

Please note: the upcoming
Live Forums on Kooth for
young people to access
during December are as
follows:

Thurs 24th Dec Christmas Eve 4 - 8pm *Wednesday 23rd December Holiday Social Takeover
Fri 25th Dec Christmas Day 4 - 8pm
Many of our students are struggling with their mental
Sat
26th
Dec
Boxing
Day
4
8pm
*Monday 28th December health. They have worried about the pandemic and
Reflecting on Positives from
worried too about their learning. Kooth is a free on line Thurs 31st Dec NYE 12 - 8pm
2020
mental health service that any student is able to access. Fri 1st Jan New Year’s Day 4 - 8pm

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING

LAUNCH OF PARENTMAIL APP
Thank you to those parents who have already been using the MyEd app to pay for school lunches.

Due to technical difficulties we are now asking parents to delete this app and instead download the parentmail app.
Parentmail will be the only platform we will use for text and email communication with our parents as well as paying for
lunch, trips and also the sale of other items such as water bottles and revision guides. We hope this app will be easier
and less complicated for our parents to use as most other schools are using the same app. We do hope you can work
with the school in moving into this new cashless system which benefits both you and the school before the start of the
new year.
So please follow the instructions to download the app immediately and start using.

ASTON MANOR MUSIC DEPARTMENT - SOUNDCLOUD

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QMC4dBBXH2Y&safe=active
Aston Manor Music Department has a SoundCloud page. We shall be sharing music
that the students have made in the music studio on our page, so please take a look and
give us a like.

SUMMARY OF CHILD PROTECTION FOR VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS
Aston Manor Academy is committed to the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the children entrusted to our care.

If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risk of harm, or you receive a disclosure (intentionally or unintentionally), you
must contact the following staff members as quickly as possible.
SANDRA COLEMAN

Designated
Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)
(Assistant Head
Teacher)

EMMA SMITH

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Pupil & Family
Support)

STACEY LANDER

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Deputy Head
Teacher)

NEIL TURNER

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Deputy Head
Teacher)
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DAN PRESTON

Designated Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Sixth Form
Assistant Head
Teacher)

If these staff are
not available,
please contact
Head Teacher:
JILL SWEENEY
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