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CHRISTMAS NEWS
Welcome to our Autumn newsletter.

It has certainly been a busy term, getting back into the swing of normal
school life, we have returned to offering trips and visits, awards ceremonies and
concerts and many other extra-curricular opportunities. We even had some sixth
form students gliding at an RAF base! I was overwhelmed at the performances at
the Christmas concert this year, we have such talented young people in our school! This
newsletter showcases the many different activities that have taken place this term. I hope you enjoy
reading all about what we have been doing, and wish you all a peaceful and healthy Christmas break!
This term we are saying goodbye to a long standing member of staff, Mr Prince. Mr Prince has worked
at Aston Manor Academy for 17 years, he will be greatly missed by staff and students alike, we wish
him the very best of luck for the future.

FUNDRAISING - OVER £2000 RAISED!
Fundraising during
extended break with loads
of activities
Cake sale
Beat the teacher at rowing
Guess the teachers from
their baby photos
Sweets in a jar
Penalty shootout
Mendhi patterns

OUR ENDANGERED WORLD
7 billion people increasing,
20 quintillion animals decreasing,
1 world withering,
8 types of pollution thriving.
The world is a constant state of birth,
Giving life to all humans who live on Earth,
Our carelessness and fears,
Have taken an unforgiving toll over the years.
We have slaughtered the world,
With our covetousness and ruthlessness,
We have fed the oceans with our waste,
Our icebergs are drowning in their own blood, Dragging
in the Arctic animals with them.
Animals are vanishing from children’s books, A
forever increasing number of innocent cubs
Who witness the brutal assassination of their parents.
As we put on the last remain of their parent.
There are 41,415 species,
That are on the verge of death,
While 16,306 are endangered,
Out of 8.7 million vulnerable species.
Forests are burning,
And trees are losing their worth,
Animals are forced out of their homes,
Whilst the others burn with the forests.
Our factories have been,
Emitting more and more chemicals,
In which we breathe.
Soon, in 2050,
There will be more plastic than fish in the ocean.
To the future generations,
I apologise on the behalf of many,
Your future has been stolen and we are the thieves.
By Student in 7T

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – REWARDS AND RECOGNITION
Well done to the following pupils for their hard work and effort in Design and Technology this term. Pupils have produced some fantastic products with great determination.
Year 7 - Textiles
Hussain Ali 7LAB/FK
Lamis El Senoussi 7GC
Graphics
Tasmin Islam 7SJO/ SHBG
Mahtab Hosseing 7BBO
Resistant Materials
Muhammed Husnain Ahmed 7LAB/FK
Juwayriyyah Bhayat 7LAB/FK
Year 8 - Textiles
Mohammed Alam 8SMY
Suhaib Rahman 8PJ
Resistant Materials
Halima Begum 8SH
Mohammed Hanzalah 8SMY
Zairah Sultana 8JOS
Arifa Ali 8JOS
Hina Sadique 8PJ
Sanzida Khan 8SMY
Food
Said Mohammed 8SMA
Mohammed Arif Miah 8GC

Graphics
Harris Bagh Ali 8JOS
Sumaya Taj Khan 8JOS
Manal Abdurab 8SH/SBG
Kamil Shiekh Uddin 8SH/SBG
Year 9
Food Preparation
and Nutrition
Daniel Daley 9KP
Child development
Mishcat Ali 9GBA
Textiles
Joyce Mulula 9 ESU/KG
Amal Al-Amin 9RT
Materials Technology
Muhammed Ali 9RT
Moumen Mohamed 9EWI
Visual Communication
Aida Konde 9DLA
Lawan Haval 9RT

Young Designer’s Award July 2022
Watch this space!

The Design and Technology team would also like to
award the ‘Young Designer’s Award’ at the end of the
academic year. This award is the recognition of pupils
that demonstrate great commitment and enthusiasm

Pupils were selected by their teachers as ‘Stars in Design and
Technology’ this term and they have received a Design and
Technology Certificate and Head Teachers TRIC that is worth 50
points. Keep up the hard work!

in Design and Technology throughout the year. Pupils
must demonstrate a range of skills and creativity in all
areas of Design Technology and have been selected
more than once for “Stars of the rotation”. Pupils will
receive a ‘special reward’ and a Young Designer’s Award
Certificate if they are selected.

Our Year 7s have been
reflecting on their first
term at Aston Manor
Academy. Students
spoke about all their
new experiences,
worries with starting
in year 7 and how
they have settled in.
Mohammed Abdiwali
(70) and Ali Algarmouzi (7A) put their thoughts into a mind map
summarising their first term:
Maryam Abdurab (7N) and Maryama Muse (70) decided to write
about their experience.
Hello, my name is Maryam and I am with Maryama, both of us are
in Year 7. We have just completed our first term at AMA and will be
reflecting on how that went!
When we first started, I was worried about making friends and
Maryama was worried about getting lost in the big school. At the
start our teachers took us early to our classes which helped us learn
our way around the school. Some of the older students were very
helpful in showing us to our classes if we got lost.
Getting involved in different clubs and activities made it easier to
make friends who had the same interest.
Maryama’s favourite subject is DT (Design Technology) which is split
into 4 types of lessons: Graphics; Textiles; Food Tech and Resistant
Materials. Currently in textiles we are designing a mini monster which
we will then make. When we do graphics we will make bobble heads
and in food tech we will be making lots of delicious food! The food
includes: soup, pizza, scones, cupcakes and apple crumble and we
have already completed the making of Fruit Cocktail which turned
out delicious. My favourite lesson is Maths because I find it easy
once I understand the topic at hand, and my teacher always helps
me if I am struggling with the work.
All our teachers have been very helpful. Our form teachers (7N
and 7O) are very nice and caring and we know they will try and
help us with any issues in any way possible. When we are worried
about something the form teachers reassure us and make us feel
comfortable with coming to them with any issues.
We like the fact that there are lots of fun clubs that take place during
school hours and after school such as: Movie club; Painting and
different sports for boys and girls after school. They also host a
Saturday club if you want to play at school with friends.
Our first term at AMA has been very good and we have made lots
of new friends and enjoyed lots of new lessons such as Food tech,
Spanish and Textiles. We have really enjoyed our first term at Aston
Manor Academy and looking forward to other new experiences.

Past winners were:

Illin Khan (Year 11)
Mohammed Shaon Ahmed (Year 10)
Both pupils were awarded ‘Stars of the rotation’ three
times during one academic year.
Will anyone beat this record? Let’s wait and see!!

Cap designs in the theme of the ‘Ocean’ by Year 12 BTEC Art students Amirah and Shaon.
‘Starry Night’ artwork by Year 7.

YR 10 ART
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
The Year 9 football team have been training hard since
September and have played several fixtures against other schools. Although the results have not always quite gone the way we would
have liked the boys have played an attractive and attacking brand of football which has been fantastic to watch. We are in a strong
position in the league and look forward to its resumption in the New Year.
Aston Manor’s cricket team have been training twice a week since September in preparation for our season which will start in the
summer. The attitude and commitment that has been shown has been admirable. A special mention should go out to Shazad Ali who
recently attended trials at Warwickshire. Well done to all the boys so far and keep up the good work.
The varsity basketball programme is continuing to go from strength to strength at Aston Manor Academy. There are currently a reliable
and committed group of young men who have turned up on Saturday mornings, come rain or shine (and even snow!!). Five of those
young men (4 Year 10’s and 1 Year 11) are currently training and playing matches for our Sixth form Basketball Academy which is a
huge achievement. Their successes so far are a credit to the work that they have put in and should serve as an inspiration to any other
young player at Aston Manor Academy who aims to better themselves. For those who do fall into that category, training takes place
every Saturday morning between 9:00 and 11:30am.

Basketball Teams

After a long hard year our students are going to compete in the school’s basketball leagues and try to carry on where
we left off. With all the hard work they have put in over the pandemic and the first terms of school, the Aston Manor
Basketball team has been doing really well. The Year 10s have carried on their undefeated performances and the Year 9
team has made a great start, undefeated in the Year 9 league and only losing one game in the Year 11 league. Our Year
7 and 8 are still finding their feet with a record of 2 wins and 2 loses but have been showing some great growth and we
can’t wait to see these young students’ talents grow as the season continues.

AMA BASKETBALL ACADEMY
Despite the pandemic Aston Manor Basketball
Academy have trained hard over the past year and
throughout their summer holidays in preparation for the
2021/22 season. The first team have made a fantastic
start winning five games and suffering only one defeat,
having faced teams from Nottingham, Yorkshire, Stoke,
Liverpool and our local rivals in Solihull! This currently
puts us second in our conference having played a game
less than the two teams above us. We go to league
leaders Carmel on the 1st December in what will be a
huge game in deciding the final conference standings.

AVFC - KICKS
PROGRAMME

The Aston Villa Kicks programme
has been going from strength
to strength, with more than
40 students attending every
Wednesday to take part in the
Football competitions ranging from
Years 7-11! The PE department
are now hoping to build on this
success and work alongside the
Aston Villa Foundation to provide
more sporting/youth opportunities
for AMA students! Well done
everyone…there’s more to come!

Good luck to both teams for the
rest of the season!

Aston Manor Basketball Academy’s Second Team
have also started well, winning three and losing two
of the five games that we have played so far. We are
particularly proud of the way that five boys from year 10
and 11 have stepped up and become integral members
of the second team and of the performance that the
boys put in against our local rivals Broadway in our
most recent fixture.
Aston Manor Basketball Academy will continue to train
over the Christmas holidays in preparation for what will

be an incredibly important second half of the season.
A lot of hard work remains to be done for us to achieve
the success that the boys hard work deserves, but
the coaching staff are pleased with the effort and
commitment shown by both squads so far. We are also
incredibly proud of the team spirit, camaraderie and
togetherness that has been shown by the boys.

FOOTBALL ACADEMY
The Aston Manor Football Academy are now in our
third year in partnership with Aston Villa FC Foundation
and are going from strength to strength. This year we
welcomed 19 new players into year 12, we now have
34 players all pushing for places in our Community &
Education Football Alliance (CEFA) National League and
AoC Football Regional West Midlands Division 1 League.
The players have been training incredibly hard over at
Moor Lane this term. The 1st team have managed to win
5 games from 5 in the league, including a 6-0 win against
Walsall FC, a 6-3 win against rivals Birmingham City, a
5-3 win against Man City and a 10-0 thrashing of local
rivals West Bromwich Albion FC. This has put the 1st
team top of the league table.
The students below were all put forward for the Under 18
West Midland County trials. All 4 players were successful
and made the 24-man squad. This is a great achievement
for the lads to represent the county in football. From this
Demico Burton, was then selected to trial for the ECFA
England International team.

This year we also have a number
of our football squad working
hard with our Aston Manor
Academy lower school students.
We have a number of players that are mentors for year
7-9 students. The year 7-9 students are interested in our
football academy programme for the future and gain lots
of advice from our players, helping them to stay on task
in school and interact well with others in their year group.
The players meet them on a weekly basis and give them
targets to work towards.
George Perry, Ojay Campbell and Matt Timmins from
Year 12 have been putting their coaching skills to the
test, all 3 players coach our lower school students on
a Saturday morning at Aston Manor Saturday sports
School. We feel this is a brilliant way for the players to
pass on the knowledge gained from their BTEC Sports
course.
We have a great partnership with Aston Villa FC
Foundation, over the last 3 years the academy has really

ASTON VILLA
Cyrille Regis Programme
Within the first couple of
months the new group on
the Aston Villa Cyrille Regis
programme has been
amazing, they have been
really proactive and have been
representing Aston Manor at all the
major local football clubs around Birmingham. Recently
they were at Walsall Football Club and Aston Manor
shone above the rest of the schools, with our students
being very ambitious and driven towards the Cyrille Regis
Programme. All our students have been committed and
respectful, which has led to our school being invited
to attend a Charity football match at the Hawthorns
Stadium. Students have attended workshops and been
really positive towards learning from the programme.

developed,
training 3 times a week and playing games on a
Wednesday. The teams are coached by ex-Aston Villa
player Callum Flanagan and ex-Jamaican International
Marco Pratt. If you are currently in year 11 and interested
in applying for the academy, representing Aston Villa FC
and studying at Aston Manor Academy, please contact
Aston Villa’s Education Manager Andrew Coley by
emailing him – andrew.coley@avfc.co.uk
Alongside our 2 men’s football teams, next year we
are excited to be starting our first women’s Football
Education programme. We are looking for 16 year 11
girls that want to study A Levels or BTEC courses and
represent Aston Villa FC and Aston Manor Academy in
the Community & Education Football Alliance League. If
interested please also contact Andrew Coley by e-mail.

WINTER HOLIDAY - SPORTS CAMP

FREE FOR 12 - 16 YEAR OLDS HOT FOOD PROVIDED
Join us for four day camps
of multisport activities
including:

FOOTBALL
ROUNDERS
CRICKET
BASKETBALL
DODGEBALL
AND MORE!

Forward Drive, Cricket Centre
171-177 Barford St
Birmingham B5 7EP

WEEK 1

Monday – Thursday
20 – 23 December

WEEK 2

Monday – Thursday
27 – 30 December

Nechells Wellbeing
Centre, Rupert St, Nechells
Birmingham B7 4AR

WEEK 1

Monday – Thursday
20 – 23 December

WEEK 2

Wednesday – Friday
29 – 31 December

All camps run 11am - 3pm TO SIGN UP VISIT: sport4life.org.uk/winter2021

GET CONNECTED TO PARENTMAIL
How to register with ParentMail for the first time

Thank you to those parents who have already
downloaded and are using the ParentMail app to pay
4) Enter your child’s
3) Click ‘I
1) We will send
for school lunches, trips and other school items.
date of birth and
don’t have a
you an SMS
ParentMail is the only platform we use for text and
click ‘Verify Now’
ParentMail
message to
email communication with our parents as well as
PMX
register your
5) Check your
account’.
account.
personal details
paying for lunch, trips and also the sale of other
You will be
and make any
2) Click on the
items such as water bottles and revision guides. We
taken
to
necessary changes
link in the text
hope this app will be easier and less complicated for
the
screen
by typing in the
message to
our parents to use as most other schools are using
opposite.
fields
register your
the same app. We do hope you can work with the
account.
6) Create a
school in moving into this new cashless system which
password and
click ‘Complete
benefits both you and the school.
Registration’
If you have an Android or Apple device, download the
free ParentMail App to pick up messages on the go
Success! You have created your ParentMail account! You will now receive messages from school. If you have more than
So please follow the instructions to download the app one child at the school, you will receive messages for both/all! Click ‘Let’s Go!’ to visit your ParentMail feed and to start
immediately and start using.
managing your account

ENGLISH TRIP

CADBURY TRIP

On Tuesday 2nd November, the English department
took a rewards trip of 30 students to the Birmingham
Old Rep Theatre to see a performance of Charles
Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’; a novella the year
group are studying for their English Literature GCSE.
The two-man performance was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students and several of them even came
back to school with autographs from the actors!
The behaviour and maturity of the students on the
trip was impeccable and they were praised by the
actors who came out into the audience after the
performance. Hopefully, there will be plenty more
exciting theatre performances available to AMA
students this year. (Kate Nicholls)

CONGRATULATIONS
PREFECTS OF 2021 -2022

Our IT department took 44 Year 9 and
Year 8 students to Cadbury World on
Fri-day 19th November. This trip was
linked to our OCR Creative iMedia
Level 1/2 course we offer at KS4. It
was a good opportunity for Year 9/8
pupils to see how digital graphics are
used in the real World of Work.

MUSIC

Time Travel Tram

We were delighted to welcome students and staff from
the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire into school this term
to lead a series of 10 workshops for our musicians. The
workshops involved the young people making the music
they wanted to, in the way they wanted to make it and
they did not disappoint. Some of these workshops were
held at Symphony Hall with a final sharing session for
parents and friends to enjoy. Due to the huge success of
Soundlab BRUM we are hoping to continue this next term
and will be able to offer this to a larger range of students.
Congratulations to all who contributed to this.

Time Travel Tram was a
Music and Literacy project
run by the musician BobbieJane Gardner. Bobbie is a
composer and has been
commissioned to write a
piece taking inspiration
from young people and
their thoughts and feelings about Birmingham and
the local community. Bobbie recorded their ideas
and is using this to inspire a musical composition
that will eventually be played publicly. Well done to all
involved.

Christmas Concert

We were delighted to
celebrate our annual
Christmas Concert for our
musicians. It has been a long
time since we have been able
to showcase live music and
it was wonderful to see our
performers enjoying an evening
of sharing their skills and talents
with you. They have shown such resilience throughout
the last few months and continue to develop despite
the difficulties this posed.

Extra-Curricular We are so pleased to be able to once again have a full and varied programme of extracurricular activities for the students to enjoy. These are the clubs
we are now offering: Orchestra, Karaoke Club, Junior & Senior Rock Bands, Junior and Senior Choirs, Marching Drumming, Studio Club, Beatz Music Tech Club, Recorder
Group, Strum and Hum Guitar and Ukulele Club, Arts Award, Theory of Music.

Record university applications for our @AMA6thForm students!

As the Autumn term draws to a close our Year 13 UCAS cycle has seen a record
number of university applications from our aspiring future graduates! With 106
applications for a wide range of courses including: Medicine; Business Management;
Nursing; Law; Sport and Engineering - we really are helping to prepare our students to
make a significant impact in their communities!

Assistant Headteacher Mr Preston commented “After a highly difficult 18 months,
where students have suffered significant challenges to their learning, it is inspirational
to see the level of ambition and resilience that our Year 13s have showcased. This
group of young people are exceptionally talented, and we can’t wait to witness and
celebrate the success that comes their way as they embark on this next stage in their
academic journey!”

SUMMARY OF CHILD PROTECTION FOR VISITORS AND VOLUNTEERS
Aston Manor Academy is committed to the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the children entrusted to our care.

If you have a concern that a child is being harmed, is at risk of harm, or you receive a disclosure (intentionally or
unintentionally), you must contact the following staff members as quickly as possible.
SANDRA COLEMAN

Designated
Safeguarding
Lead (DSL)
(Assistant Head
Teacher)

EMMA SMITH

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Pupil & Family
Support)

NEIL TURNER

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Deputy Head
Teacher)

JAMES FORBES

Designated
Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Deputy Head
Teacher)

ASTON MANOR ACADEMY . PHILLIPS STREET . ASTON . BIRMINGHAM B6 4PZ
TEL: 0121 359 8108 www.astonmanoracademy.com

DAN PRESTON

Designated Senior
Safeguarding
Person
(Sixth Form
Assistant Head
Teacher)

If these staff are
not available,
please contact
Head Teacher:
JILL SWEENEY
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